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Area program
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Area program
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The Team
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Area program
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Area program
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Area program
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process &  Schedule
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Area program



BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE |  MAY 31. 016 10

Due d il igence

• Architecture & Structure
• Original building contains Unreinforced Masonry & requires significant 

seismic upgrades to meet current code

• Universal Access is not consistent throughout

• Classrooms are too small and feel very crowded

• Building Systems
• The entire mechanical system is well beyond the end of its service life and 

should be replaced.  There are issues of indoor air quality as well as 
thermal comfort for building occupants

• The majority of the building’s plumbing system is well beyond the end of its 
service life

• Electrical & low voltage systems are outdated and do not comply with 
current code.
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Next gen learner presentation
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Due d il igence
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Virtual tour

Engineering / 
Electronics

Health / Biomedicine

Dental Medicine / Hygiene Construction Technology
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Virtual tour

Manufacturing

CAD | Design & Architecture 

Metalworking

Woodworking
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Virtual tour

Digital Media

Robotics
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Virtual tour

Digital Media



BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE |  MAY 31. 016 17

Virtual tour

Digital Media
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Honor the  un ique h istory and culture of  Benson Polytechnic  
h igh school:

Benson Polytechnic High School students, staff and community are proud of the 
school’s rich history extending over 100 years. The modernization of this historic 
facility presents an opportunity to honor the past while embracing the future. The 
renovated facility will retain the historic character of the stately school, yet be 
entirely modern in its approach to delivering integrated academic and career 
technical education and opportunities to students.  
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Engage with the local bus iness,  government and 
Postsecondary partners to create a strong connection 
between education and industry:

Benson Polytechnic High School’s programs should support reciprocal partnerships 
with industry, government, and postsecondary education, linking educational 
content to real-life applications and providing career relevance. Industry and 
postsecondary connections enhance career pathways, strengthening the 
connection between course content and career goals. Benson Tech’s CTE spaces 
should be designed to mimic real-world work environments, reflect industry needs 
and meet applicable certification requirements. 
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Provide Hands-on,  Project-based Learning Opportunit ies that 
are imbued with R igor and Relevancy:
Benson Tech’s modernized facility will include spaces designed to accommodate 
hands-on, problem-based learning activities, providing students with access to state 
of the art & industry-standard tools, materials, equipment, and technology to 
support an investigative mindset. Benson Tech should ignite a passion for “learning 
by doing” through experiential learning opportunities. These approaches will help 
students understand the relevancy of core content to their future career paths, 
allowing students to conceptualize the real world application of abstract academic 
concepts. 
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Provide ag ile ,  flexible and adaptable fac il it ies that support 
changing educational and industry needs
Benson Tech’s modernized facility must be designed as adaptable to changing needs 
based on economic shifts, industry advances, and new equipment needs. 
Classrooms and other learning areas should serve as flexible spaces that can be 
easily reconfigured to support different instructional approaches. School spaces 
should encourage collaboration by offering a variety of group settings with flexible 
furnishings to invite interaction. These areas should be designed as open and 
inviting spaces that draw students in and serve as centers of activity and discussion.
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
celebrate d iversity and provide a sense of  inclusion and 
belonging among students and famil ies

Benson Polytechnic High School is enriched and strengthened by the diversity of 
students, parents, teachers and staff. Benson Tech’s school environment should 
reflect an appreciation of different cultures, socioeconomic backgrounds, and 
learning modalities. Benson Tech should promote socioeconomic equity among 
students by ensuring that all students have access to the resources needed to 
succeed in their educational and career goals. 
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Pos it ion benson polytechnic  as the  national model for steam 
and career technical education

Benson Polytechnic High School aspires to become a nationally-recognized 
institution that integrates career technical education and STEAM instruction. 
Students, alumni, business and the community should feel a sense of pride when 
speaking of their school’s exemplary programs and innovative learning approaches. 
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Guid ing Pr inc iples
Provide learning environments that insp ire creativ ity and 
collaboration among students

Benson Tech’s modernized facility should include spaces and features that inspire 
exploration, collaboration and creativity, and open up a world of possibilities to 
students.  Benson Tech’s modernized facility should include multisensory 
environments that inspire students to explore, design, create and “tell their stories”. 



BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE |  MAY 31. 016 25

Guid ing Pr inc iples
Support a comprehensive educational experience for students

Benson Polytechnic High School strives to provide a comprehensive educational 
and cultural experience for students. Benson Tech’s campus should include 
sufficient onsite resources to allow students to conveniently access school-based 
sports and/or performing & fine arts programs. Students’ educational experiences 
are bolstered through their participation in expanded elective courses and 
extracurricular opportunities.
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Tech show
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Community workshop
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Community workshop
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MPC Mapping
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student Mapping



BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE |  MAY 31. 016 31

student Mapping
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student Mapping
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mpc charrette
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mpc charrette
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Community workshop
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Community workshop
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Community workshop



BENSON POLYTECHNIC HIGH SCHOOL – COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE |  MAY 31. 016 38

Area program
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Historical landmark

Contributing
High Significance

Contributing
Moderately Significance

Contributing
Low Significance

Non Contributing/
Non Historic
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Area program
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Tour h ighl ights

• Franklin HS

• Roosevelt HS

• HeLa High 

• Washington HS
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Proposed master plan concepts
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Master Plan Preferences
Which Master Plan Concept represents the best vision for the 
future of Benson Polytechnic HS?
MP Concept A

MP Concept D

MP Concept B

MP Concept C
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